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FISCAL ANALYSIS 
 
 
Description 
 
This bill changes the current higher educational financial assistance program for “Purple Heart” National Guard award 
recipients.  Statue currently grants tuition waivers to members of Arizona’s National Guard who received a “Purple Heart” 
citation on or after September 11th 2001, or a former member of the National Guard who was medically discharged due to 
injury.  
 
The bill changes the tuition waiver program at a community college or a public university into a tuition scholarship program 
at any postsecondary institution, including job training and vocational education programs.  It also expands eligibility to non-
National Guard Purple Heart recipients who have applied for benefits under the GI Montgomery Bill.   
 
Estimated Impact 
 
The bill has an estimated General Fund cost of up to approximately $2,016,400 in FY 2007 if all 208 eligible attend a public 
university.  This cost estimate is an upper limit, since it is unlikely that all eligible individuals will attend a public university.  
 
The dollar impact includes a General Fund appropriation for the program of $914,000, and an additional $1,102,400 for the 
state funded university full time equivalent (FTE) student enrollment formula, which averages $5,300 per FTE student.  The 
state impact would be reduced if eligible veterans attend non-public institutions.  
 
Analysis 
 
The Department of Veteran’s Services estimates that 320 people are newly eligible under this bill, based on statistics from the 
department and the Department of Defense as a proxy on the Arizona veteran population.  However, only 47% of those 
eligible apply for benefits under the Montgomery GI Bill, therefore, no more than 150 people will qualify.  Adding the 58 
National Guardsmen currently eligible, a total of 208 people could take advantage of the tuition scholarship.  
 
The bill states that the lesser of 2 options are available for award amounts:  the highest undergraduate tuition charged by a 
public university during the previous year, and the actual amount of tuition at a postsecondary institution, vocational or job-
training program attended by the student.  Those eligible must enroll full-time in an undergraduate program.  Currently, that 
tuition range is approximately $250 to $4,400.   
 
The bill includes an appropriation for the program of approximately $914,000 in FY 2007, which takes into account the 
newly eligible 150 plus 58 National Guardsmen currently eligible.  This amount assumes that all students would attend public 
universities.  The appropriation would provide tuition scholarships for students.  The 208 students would increase university 
enrollment counts and increase formula funding to universities by approximately $1,102,400.  The total General Fund impact 
of this program including both the appropriation and state enrollment funding for the 208 FTE students is $2,016,400.  
 
Local Government Impact 
 
None 
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